Fear of the known? District nurses' practice of compression bandaging.
District nurses are the acknowledged experts when it comes to the care of leg ulcers in the community setting. An audit in one trust nevertheless highlighted a degree of diagnostic caution among district nurses that led to some patients not receiving the compression therapy that national guidelines recommend. This article reports on a small-scale qualitative study that sought to explore this issue in more depth. The results highlight that there is some conflict between district nurses' practice as expert practitioners and strict adherence to guidelines, which the nurses resolve in various ways. The implications for practice are explored.